January 21, 2006

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Sportspage Lounge and Deli

Buck Fama played The Contenders for City Cup Championship.  Buck Fama won 14-6.

Jesse thanked the Sportspage for hosting us today and the free soul food buffet.

Team Rosters are due and the last day will be Sunday, January 29th.  They can be turned in at Shoot For The Moon or to Beth at the tournament that Sunday night here.

Volunteers are needed for the weekend – board, desk, set-up and tear-down.  A volunteer sheet is available to sign.

There is an issue with cell phone usage, as most of you know.  Jesse stated that rules are made for a reason and nothing is said about usage during matches.  He wants ideas from everyone. Ed Aageson said to use common sense while Monica Duncan said that if there is an emergency need, tell the opposing team, otherwise put them away.

OLD BUSINESS

Scoresheets – We currently swap our triplicate scoresheet and keep each others skill points.  Mike Lewis made a proposal to do away with the swapping of the scoresheets, which was seconded.  Those who wish to keep the rule to swap as it is received zero votes.  Motion to keep own passed unanimously.

Vic Dardin brought up the subject of those playing in Alabama State who do not live in Alabama.  Some play who do not play league but pay the league fee; they don’t contribute to the league as a whole.  He also stated that some sub one or two weeks or not sub at all and still play because they paid their $10 membership nor play league.  Some become one day members to play in qualifiers, go to regionals and perhaps nationals for ADO.

Jackie Venettozzi informed everyone that this event was held in Birmingham for years until their league folded. They are the ones who set the rules and have been carried out since.  Play cannot dictate how people play – other leagues in the state are involved and some of their members most likely reside in neighboring states or are members of their association.

Kenneth pointed out that Tennessee’s state holds that you must be a resident of Tennessee or play five nights in a previous season.

Kenneth Precise made a motion that in order to play State, players must be a resident of Alabama or play five nights in any Alabama league (previous to State Tournament).  There must be proof, from league stats, etc., that they played.  A comment was made that this will leave out people.

Sharon Graham asked if someone was going to go to the bars to ensure the oche lines, lighting, etc., are correct for league – sort of a quality control for all bars.  Dickie showed the chain that is used to check this situation.  Jesse said that the President and Vice President will do the checking of the lights, room, etc.

Nominations were accepted for the position of Treasurer after stating that Phil Stafford deserved a hand for a job well done.  Phil was nominated and ran unopposed.  Phil will remain treasurer.

Phil proposed to the membership (prior to Presidential elections) a progressive officer situation.  A Vice President would be elected after the next season.  This person would serve a year and then advance to the position of President.  The person elected to President today would serve a year and a half and then move to the Past President position.  There would not be a need for Presidential elections in the future – just Vice President.  Bill Gibbons said to accept a motion to have progressive elections.  Ed Aageson seconded.  Yes – 6 votes; No – 26 votes

Nominations for President were taken – Jesse Johnson, Kenneth Precise and Bill Danne.  Nominations were closed and elections held.  Jesse received 32; Kenneth 6 and Bill 1.

Bobby Benefield informed Jesse that he could appoint a Vice President until the next elections for that position.   Jesse nominated Kenneth Precise and the membership accepted the nomination.

ADO Dues – Mike Lewis motion – 

Anyone can become a league member as it stands now by paying $10 membership fee; come play ADO qualifiers and have the league pay $110 to go to regionals.  Some not play consistently or support the league to go every Tuesday, to fundraisers; and put out the chance for others to go to regionals.  He wants to make a motion about qualifying.  

The motion is that you must be currently in the league or played two full seasons previously.  Birmingham buck up dollars here and must verify somehow previously playing league.  We have spent $4000 in qualifiers with Eric Blackledge going twice and Shannon.  Vic Dardin seconded.

Discussion – There must be some type of rule- modify to full season at some point.  

Cyndy made a motion to table the discussion until the next general membership meeting so that a better plan can be made and concentrated on. Ed Aageson seconded.  Bill Danne stated the motion should be a board consideration and then bring it to the membership at the next meeting.

Jackie stated that we only have league one night a week, some have to work, etc.

Fuss was made as to Mike’s motion being on the floor.  Jesse had him restate his motion:

You must be a current member (this season; last season) or for two full seasons in the past (no time limit) and someone must verify your play from the past.  Votes Yes – 17; No – 8

Phil stated that we have $13, 600 in the bank.  He will have a helpers sheet and  those who help can win a chance for a $50 gift card.

Awards were distributed and the meeting adjourned.

NOTES:  All items may not be included in these notes since membership had to be calmed down several times and Secretary stated that it was hard to take notes.
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